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Sun
under the tuscan

 “
After Brian proposed at a family friend’s ranch in California 
near where we live, we had our sights set on Italy for the 

wedding. We both have family there, including my grandma, who 
was too ill to travel, so I told her I’d bring the wedding to her!  
 We searched all over for a venue, but it wasn’t until the end of 
our scouting trip that my dad casually mentioned that his friend 
from high school owned Sasseta Alta, a cluster of four farmhouses-
turned-villas in the tiny village of Scansano, near Tuscany. We knew 
within a matter of minutes it was our place. It had incredible views 
of the countryside and even a man-made lake for swimming.  
 Our 50 guests arrived Sept. 11, 2013, the day before the big event. 
The wedding party stayed with us at Sasseta, and we had arranged 
transportation and lodging for everyone else at neighboring villas. 
We didn’t want to plan much besides the rehearsal dinner at the 
farm so that guests could explore on their own. 
 We were married at sunset on the dock. I remember the sweet 
smell of the flowers, how nervous my dad was, and how time froze 
when I saw Brian. The ceremony was simple and intimate — the site 
spoke for itself; I didn’t want it to get lost with too much decor.  
  Afterward, we left everyone with cocktails and music and 
sneaked away for two hours with our photographers. Once back, 
we all sat down for a locally sourced, eight-course meal. Then it 
was back down to the lakeside, where we spent the rest of the night 
dancing and laughing.” — Michelle Simoni, as told to Amy Cassell
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Michelle and Brian return to their roots for 
a siMple, countryside cereMony.

  italy   

1. attire Michelle wore reem acra; 
Brian’s suit was from h&M. 2. WeDDiNG 

PartY Bridesmaids dresses were from lulu’s 
and Victoria’s secret. 3. reCePtiON the 

guests sat at one long table on the farmhouse’s 
main patio. floral theory made a wreath for the 

back of each chair. 4. DetaiLS Brian’s 
custom-made bow tie was from dapper + dash. 

5. HOrS D’OeUVreS Guests 
snacked on chicken and buffalo mozzarella 

crostini. 6. FLOWer GirLS 
Michelle’s 21/2-year-old nieces wore dresses from 
flowerGirldressshop.com. 7. KeePSaKe 

each guest was given a small corked bottle of 
locally made limoncello. 8. CereMONY 

Brian’s father officiated, and the couple wrote 
their own vows.  
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